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Why The Market

• First What and Where Are They

• How would they fit into my recycling program

• What should I collect there

• How should I collect it

• What is already being collected – Food Waste, Ag Plastics



• North Carolina has over 225 farmers markets

• Operations range from one day a month to 7 days a week

• Many operate just during warm months of  the year

• Sale range from plants, produce and meats

• Design varies from pop-up markets with just tents and tables to permanent 
structures with enclosed buildings.









Why Farmers Market Recycling Matters?

Growing part of  the community
 Attendees want recycling services
 Generators of  recyclable material
 Diversion from the landfill, cost savings
 Recycling is good for economy, community, 

environment



Away From Home Recycling Expansion
• NCDEQ has prioritized AFH recycling

• Technical Assistance
• $625,000 in state grant funding for AFH projects
• Another $211,000 awarded for 2016-17

• Communities large and small embracing AFH
• LG Annual Report data indicated an overall 16% increase in the number 

of  communities with AFH recycling from 2013 to 2015.



Farmers Markets & Your Recycling Program 
Like Peas & Carrots

• Pop-up markets can be used to promote your program 
and upcoming events

• Permanent markets are perfect location to expand some 
permanent recycling

• Both locations could be used for special collection events



Infrastructure & Recycling Options

Permanent Infrastructure
• OCC box

• Single Stream Roll-off

• Composting Collection

• Twinned Waste & Recycling Cans

• Special Waste

Temporary Collection
• Clear Stream Containers

• Paper Shred Events

• Pharmaceutical Events

• Electronics Collection

• Collection Vehicle



What Should You Target?

• That’s easy, what is there?

Food Waste    Flower Pots    Pallets    Buckets    Bottles    Cans    Paper    Cooking Oil    
Pallets



Recycling Service Styles
• Drop-off  recycling

• Easiest and least costly method

• Can be operated by municipality or county

• Incorporate into curbside
• Is location compatible with bin or cart based service?

• Is location accessible to collection vehicles?

• Direct collection
• Can be collected by municipality or through contract with private 

service provider

• Many options for direct collection…
12



What is Already Happening at The Market

• WNC Farmers Market – Warren Wilson community College

• Gaston County – City of  Gastonia

• Carrboro Farmers Market – Orange County 

• State Farmers Market



Gaston County

• In service since Mid 90s

• Recycling only

• Open Monday – Saturday

• Market Open Tue, Thur, Sat

• Staffed by temp employees

• Collect 124 tons recycling
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