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The Legislature DID NOT pass any type of change to the electronics 

management program. See below!  This report is all about what DID NOT happen in the 2016 short session of the N.C. General Assembly.  Several solid waste issues were introduced, either in stand-alone bills, or as part of regulatory reform or environmental amendments packages.  Among the issues in play were: 
 Reforms or repeal of the electronics management program and the landfill ban on televisions and computer equipment. 
 Modifications to the Life of Site landfill and transfer station franchise statutes, limiting transfer station franchises to 30 years and landfill franchises to 60 years. This was introduced at the recommendation of the UNC School of Government due to concerns about the possible creation of unconstitutional monopolies in the 2015 amendments to the law. 
 A continuation of the 2015 study of landfill capacity, privatization issues, etc. 
 Technical corrections to 2015 statutes, with no practical effect, just corrections of cross-references. 
 Directives to DEQ to allow aerosolization of leachate, without the need for demonstration. Also, to clarify that air quality and water quality permits are not required for this equipment. 
 A proposed repeal of the requirement for solid waste permits at yard waste facilities.  



All of these issues were rolled into three bills, H169, S303 and H593, and were assigned to identical conferees to work out a resolution. In general, the Senate was more aggressive in their reform efforts and the House wanted to let things wait until 2017. NC SWANA had worked with both chambers in an attempt to find some relief to local e-waste programs; including temporary measures that could be enacted until a long-term resolution could be achieved. But, on the final day, negotiations broke down and the General Assembly adjourned, without any regulatory reform action. Everything in these bills was left on the table. In addition to solid waste issues, there were many, many other issues included in the legislation that died. Everything will have to start all over next year. There was a provision in both the House and Senate versions of the budget that would have directed DEQ to set aside $5 million of the solid waste tax reserve for cleaning up small orphan landfill site, regardless of their status on the priority list. The final budget did not have that provision included.  A Regulatory Update will follow, pending action by the Environmental Management Commission at its July 14 meeting. 
 


